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October 7, 2016

UNISON

c/o Adrian Morgan
UNISON Centre

130 Euston Road
London NW1 2AY
UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

On behalf of the 1.6 million members of the American Federation of Teachers, I am
writing to express our staunch support for Derby’s teaching assistants and school
support staff, as your local Labor council imposes extraordinary measures to
require many educators to work longer hours but receive less pay. T have a personal
affinity with your fight as [ started my career in education and union organizing 50
years ago as a teacher’s aide in a Baltimore elementary school, where I earned $2.25
an hour and received no benefits. I have been on that line where you are today —
many times. I am with you in spirit and our members stand beside you in the
industrial action you have taken to protect your work and livelihoods.

Our governments -- on both sides of the Atlantic -- have no cause to balance their
budgets on the backs of hard-working education employees in the name of
austerity. You deserve economic justice and fairness in return for the steadfast
service you have given the Derby community over your careers. We cannot stand
by while public employees are scapegoated, and we cannot allow you to be blamed
or punished for an economic crisis you did not create.

Here in the United States, thousands of union members and voters will send a clear
message in next month'’s elections to defeat those who seek to rollback workers’
rights. We know that the same spirit and determination among working men and
women to fight injustice will also prevail in Derby. Count on the American
Federation of Teachers to stand with you in solidarity for the battles that lay ahead.
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The American Federation of Teachers is a union of professionals that champions fairness; democracy; economic opportunity; and Richard Stutman
high-quality public education, healthcare and public services for our students, their families and our communities. We are committed Ann Twomey

to advancing these principles through community engagement, organizing, collective bargaining and political activism, and especially Adam Urbanski
through the work our members do. LS



